
   

 

   

 

  
Friday 11th September 2026 

 

 
 
A letter from our new SENDco Miss Thorn 
I've received a wonderful welcome to St Nicholas School from both staff and children and I'm delighted to have 
joined the team. I have been teaching for twenty years and have been a SENDCo for 4 years. I have always had an 
interest in special needs as I have three boys (14, 12 and 7) all of which have struggled with neurodiversity including 
autism and ADHD and dyslexia. I know how frustrating SEND systems can be to navigate and want to support parents 
and children in ensuring all needs are catered for and everyone meets their full learning potential.  
 
I have been impressed with the manners displayed by the children and the positive attitude which they have started 
this academic year with. I enjoyed meeting a couple of parents this morning to discuss all things SEND and look 
forward to meeting more parents. Please keep an eye out for our coffee mornings. They are a really good 
opportunity to gather parental voice, share information and shape plans for the future.  
 
If you need to contact me, please email the main office who will pass information on. Below are my working days for 
this term. The shaded dates are when I will be working on paperwork at home but I am still available for phone calls 
and virtual meetings.  
 
 

14/09 15/09 24/09 25/09 28/09 29/09 5/10 

6/10 12/10 13/10 19/10 20/10   

 
Please remember, the first point of contact if you have any concerns about your child's needs is the class teacher.  
I look forward to meeting you all over the next term.  
 
Sam Thorn 



   

 

   

 

 
Dragonfly Class 
What an amazing first week it has been for Reception!  They have settled into school so brilliantly and have already 
achieved so much. They have been busy developing their fine motor skills, learning 
their very first letter sounds and aving a go at writing them. They have made lots of 
new friends and enjoyed getting to know their new Year 6 buddies, who have been 
fantastic role models and friends. 
 
There has been plenty of building, creating and exploring too! During PE, the children 
have been developing their gross motor skills through exciting relay races and 
practising rolling balls across the hall to their friends. They have also discovered our 
mud kitchen in the Learning Garden, where their imaginations have been in full 
swing as they cooked up lots of delicious-looking ‘apple and plum crumbles’! 
 
It has been a wonderful first week filled with learning, laughter, friendships and new 
adventures. We are so proud of how confidently Reception have begun their school 
journey — what a fantastic start!  
 

    

   



   

 

   

 

Secondary School Open Evenings 
School Admissions have asked us to publicise the admissions process for school place applications for September 
2027. The online portal will be live for secondary applications from Monday 14th September and for primary 
applications from Monday 28th September. For children due to transfer to a secondary or upper school the closing 
date for applications is 31 October 2026 and the national offer day is 1st March 2027. For children due to start school 
for the first time or transfer to a junior or middle school the closing date for applications is 15th January 2027 and 
the national offer day is 16th April 2027. 
 
The web pages and primary and secondary admission guides for the 2027 admissions process will be updated from 
early September and can be found on their website under “Applying for school” (somerset.gov.uk). Parent/carers are 
advised to read the information thoroughly before making an online application. It is a parent’s responsibility to 
make an application by the closing date.  
 
King Arthurs- Thursday 24th September 4.30- 7pm 
Sturminster Newton High School- Friday 25th September 5-7pm 
 

 
 
School Uniform Policy 
From next week we will be embedding our new uniform policy- PE hoodies only to be worn for PE sessions, and 
school jumpers/cardigans for the rest of the day. On PE days please can you send your child in PE kit, with school 
jumper/cardigan on and their normal school shoes, with their trainers and PE hoodie in a bag to change in to for their 
PE session. Any questions on this please contact the school office or speak to class teacher. We will use phone call 
reminders to help you with this and please do not worry we will soon have a donation rail of clothing to support this. 
 
Attendance 
At KS2, pupils who attended school nearly every day in Year 6 (with an attendance rate of 95-100%) were 1.3 times 
more likely to achieve the expected standard in reading, writing and maths compared to pupils who only attended 
90-95% of the time. This means missing just 10 days of year 6 reduced the likelihood of reaching the expected 
standard by around 25%. Pupils who attended nearly every day were 1.8 times more likely to achieve the standard 
than persistently absent pupils who only attend 85-90% of the time (relating to 4 -6 weeks more time in school). 



   

 

   

 

 
As we begin our new school year we would like to remind parents to take a look at our Trust Attendance Policy on 
the website which we are now actively following.  
 
Policies - St Nicholas Church of England VC Primary School  
 
A few key points from this policy are: 

- Attendance is all day, every day, on time 
- It is essential that you contact the school office by 9am if your child will not be attending school that 

day. This should be done on every day of absence. If this does not happen, the attendance policy (linked 
below) will be followed.  

- Term time leave forms (available from the school office) must be filled in for all absences for children (except 
illness), this includes medical/dentist appointment requests/family weddings and funerals/requests for term 
time leave. We are now following the LA guidelines for penalty notices being issued for unauthorised term 
time leave. 
 

Any questions about this, please contact the office or the leadership team.  
 
Wing Walk for Reggie 
We are incredibly proud of our Teaching Assistant, Kelly, who completed a sponsored wing walk to raise money for 
our much-loved pupil, Reggie, and his family. 
 
Kelly showed amazing courage, taking on this unforgettable challenge to support Reggie as he continues his brave 
battle with leukaemia. Thanks to the generosity of our school and wider community, vital funds have been raised to 
help Reggie, his parents Vicky and Connor, and his little brother Theo. 
 
At Henstridge Village School, we believe that everyone should feel a strong sense of belonging, and this fundraising 
effort has shown just how powerful our community can be when we come together to support one another. This 
incredible achievement is a wonderful example of the kindness, compassion and strength that make our school 
community so special.  
 
Well done, Kelly. 

 

https://www.stnicholashenstridge.co.uk/policies/


   

 

   

 

Swimming 
A quick update on swimming for this coming year. We will be offering lessons for all year groups, starting with the 
oldest in September. These lessons will now run on a Monday afternoon from 1-2pm. Swimming is a curriculum 
activity so the expectation is that all children will take part. We are operating a new ‘Withdrawal from Swimming’ 
policy, please contact the school office if you would like to see a copy of this. 
 
We are able to take a small number of additional children swimming with Hedgehog class this term as we have some 
additional space in the lessons. If you would be interested in your child taking part in additional lessons to the 8 
sessions they will have with their class, please contact Mrs Bendoraitis in the school office asap for more details. 
 
Diary Dates 
Please see below a list of diary dates for the coming school year. We will amend this weekly as we add dates, and 
these will be highlighted green when they are added notify you of the changes. Please make sure you are checking 
this diary weekly to keep up to date with all school events. 
 
 
 
I hope you have a lovely weekend, 
 
Miss R Lihou 
 
 
 

  Diary Dates - 2026/27 Academic Year 
 If text is highlighted in green this is a change / addition to the diary dates  
            

SEPTEMBER           
      

Thursday 3rd INSET DAY- School closed   

Friday 4th School reopens for all years   

Monday 7th Meet your new Teacher- Yrs R/1/2 5.30-6.30pm 
Tuesday 8th Meet your new Teacher- Yrs 3/4/5/6 5.30-6.30pm 
Friday 11th Whole school cricket day- children to wear PE kit 

 Meet the SENDCO coffee morning 9-10am  
Monday 14th Hedgehog swimming starts     
Wednesday 
16th Flu immunisation       
Friday 18th Whole school cricket day- children to wear PE kit 
Friday 25th Whole school cricket day- children to wear PE kit 
            
OCTOBER           
Thursday 1st Whole school London trip- details to follow 
Friday 2nd Whole school cricket day- children to wear PE kit 
Friday 9th Whole school cricket day- children to wear PE kit 
Friday 16th Whole school cricket day- children to wear PE kit 
Tuesday 20th 9-10am Spectacular Showcase a lesson- Year 1 & Year 2 



   

 

   

 

Friday 23rd Whole school cricket day- children to wear PE kit 

 LAST DAY before half term break  
            
NOVEMBER           
Monday 2nd INSET DAY- School closed   

Tuesday 3rd School reopens for all years   

Monday 16th Start of Anti bullying week   

  Hedgehog swimming- last session   
Monday 23rd Ladybird Swimming- Assessment session (remaining lessons in Jan 2027) 
Monday 30th Parent's Evening Year 3/4   

            
DECEMBER           
Tuesday 1st Parent's Evening Year 1/2   

Thursday 3rd Parent's Evening Year 6   

Friday 4th SENDCO Parents Conference & Workshop 9-4.30pm 
Friday 11th Pantomime Trip- Whole School   
Tuesday 15th Nativity Years R/1/2- 4.30-5.30pm  
Thursday 17th Christmas Sparkle Day- Christmas lunch and Christmas Jumpers 

 Christmas Concert KS2 5pm-6pm  
Friday 18th End of Year Church service 12.30-1.30pm (TBC) 

 LAST DAY before Christmas break  
            
JANUARY           
Monday 4th INSET DAY- School closed   

Tuesday 5th School reopens for all years   

            
FEBRUARY           
Friday 12th LAST DAY before half term break  
Monday 22nd School reopens for all years   

            
MARCH           
Thursday 4th World Book Day    

March 25th Last day before Easter Break   

            
APRIL           
Monday 12th School reopens for all years   

            
MAY           
Monday 3rd Bank Holiday- school closed   

Friday 28th LAST DAY before half term break  
            
JUNE           



   

 

   

 

Monday 7th INSET DAY- school closed   

Tuesday 8th School reopens for all years   

            
JULY           
Thursday 8th INSET DAY    

Friday 23rd LAST DAY- before Summer holidays  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


